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Being Black at Holy Cross

Opening Statement

11 is, I feel, our purpose as Holy Cross Black Students to
show to you, the future Black college freshmen, just
what we are about as Black students and what we do in
relation to the institution of Holy Cross. Certain
attitudes toward the school will be expressed by
whomever writes an article in this magazine. 1 feel that
this is healthy as it shows to you a fair view of Holy Cross
as not being a rosy haven for Black students. This is true:
it isn't. If you are looking for a place where you, as a
Black man or woman, can function free of the bias which
you experience in the outside world, you are in for a
rude awakening. There is no such place.
This is what we as Black students are about. We realize
that we have to overcome numerous obstacles:
academically, financially and politically on this
predominantly white campus, and we feel we have met
and will continue to meet the challenge. We have had
our numerous confrontations with the administration,
the teachers and our "fellow students", and we feel that
the struggle must go on if we are to survive at Holy
Cross.
We are into many facets of Holy Cross life and, in my
eyes, we have not lost the will or the desire to function as
Black human beings as our basic survival instincts
dictate. All of these people are involved in some activity
which they hope will change things for the future Holy

Cross Black students and the Black students already
here.
This is where you come in. For we now realize that
change won't come overnight, that it won't come
through hoping and praying, and that it only comes
through work and collective and constructive action.
You must realize that you have made some sort of
commitment to change by your consideration of Holy
Cross as a place to continue your education. You are the
ones we need.
We want you to come here, not because Holy Cross
has more to offer (because it may well have less) but
because we need you. We need your strength, we need
your spirit, we need your maturity. We need you! We
want people who are dedicated to work both
academically and socially for their own good as well as
the good of the Holy Cross Black students.
We want students who realize that Holy Cross is no
Utopia (in no sense of the word) for Black people and
that neither is the world. We do want people who will
work like hell to make it one, or as close to one as
possible. Don't be afraid to accept the challenge.

Ronald E. Johnson, '74.
Editor-"&eing Black at
Holy Cross"

Note From A Black Faculty Member

hen one is at the beginning of a teaching career, he
finds that the possibilities and the problems appear very
great. As a Black professor at a college which is
predominantly white, I find this challenge intensified.
Black students and teachers are continually expected to
demonstrate their credibility as scholars because the
white academic community has only recently been fully
open to us; in a sense we are being tested to determine
our ability to "make it" in an intellectual realm that has
been dominated by whites. How do we as a group
legitimatize ourselves as individuals and the Black
historical and contemporary experience to the Holy
Cross community? Let's start with ourselves.
As individuals beginning a new experience, (I include
teachers as well as students in that freshman category),
we often forget that our personal experiences, our
family backgrounds are as valuable, as rich a source
upon which to draw inspiration, as the experiences of
our white colleagues. As Blacks, we bring experiences
that are more varied and diverse since we have come to
understand at an early age what the realities of this world
are and how society really functions. This is knowledge;
it is a wisdom that Blacks bring to the classroom as first
year students or as senior professors. We should draw
upon this knowledge to supplement and enrich the
learning, which we receive in the classroom and in the
college library.
I think it is important to remember our "street
wisdom" when we begin to get discouraged with the
academic scene or when those assignments and papers
seem to be "too much." Rememberthatour history, our
unique ability as a people here in the United States and
before as Africans was to survive against incredible
odds, barriers that were as much man-made as they
were natural. Blacks learned the hard part which was
survival; getting the knowledge should not hang us up.

As a teacher, I believe it is my responsibility to
effectively communicate with my students and
hopefully to instill in them a small sense of the wonder
and the excitement which I have found in my own
academic discipline. I chose the study of African history
and culture in part to better understand my own origins
as an Afro-American, but also to familiarize myself with
the continent where all of man's history began.
Civilization and culture, if they have any meaning or
definition, must understand the African experience. My
challenge as a teacher of the history of the African
continent is to present information which has been
drawn from the disciplines of sociology, economics,
geography, philosophy, anthropology, and history
within a format and context that allows students to draw
upon shared experiences. Africa is our foundation, a
continentwhose history can provide us with insight asto
"why" we are and perhaps to "where" we are evolving.

I believe that all of us who are at Holy Cross as
students, teachers and administrators made aconscious
decision as Blacks to be a part of an institution which is
predominantly white. We made this decision for many
reasons— in large part, I think, because of the potential
that the institution could offer to us. Once we have
made that decision, we owe it to ourselves to discover all
of the programs, all of the activities sponsored by the
College in which we might have an interest and make
our presence known, and participate fully. This would
range from faculty-student committees, varsity
athletics, concert series, to a Junior Year Abroad in
Europe or Africa. Let us not deny ourselves anything on
the Holy Cross campus. As residents of the Cross
community it is all ours, to make a unique Black imprint
on everything!

/. Michael Turner
Instructor in History

A View of Holy Cross

Because there are few activities that allow them to

contribute ideas, creativity and expressions on this
campus, Black students find that they can exist in
relative obscurity for four years at Holy Cross. "We came
to Holy Cross hoping to develop our own intellect, but
found a host of other problems much more immediate.
The whole matter of our personal and collective goals,
our value system, and our self-concept, figures in our
success at this institution. Our wants and our needs
have become important factors in our struggle for a
position on this campus, any position that spotlights the
fact that we are a people that can and must accomplish
our goals."

Karen Jackson, '77

One of the most important aspects of survival
for Black students at Holy Cross is through campus
involvement. It is imperative that one understand
the mind of the "Man" in order to survive here,
and the most logical way to accomplish this is by
becoming an active element within the College
community. Organizations such as the
Admissions Committee, Student Advisory
Committees, and the Inter-House Congress have
a large degree of control over the student body
and it is of foremost importance that the Black
community be well represented in these various
organizations.
Ronald Lawson, '75

A Woman’s Point of View

tveryone seems to agree that what Holy Cross needs is
more Black students, and in particular Black women, to
form a larger comm unity. Wetend to think that numbers
will bring cohesion and yet that is obviously untrue.
Instead of being overly concerned with numbers, the
Holy Cross student must direct herself to the idea of
quality. The question of the depth of the Black female is
more imperative than ever before because she is coming
into a situation that is unstable and as of yet has no set
standards. Forthese reasons, the future female member
of the Black college community must have within herself
a sense of strength and sophistication in order to meet
the challenges that are created by whites, fellow Blacks
and the Holy Cross lifestyle. We females have for too
long operated under an illusion, thinking of college as
all fun and no responsibility. Besides the responsibility
of everyday academics, we have a responsibility to give
of ourselves and rise above the plastic profiles that have
served to hold so many Black students back.
Our community is starved for those individuals
interested in leading and trying to establish a feeling of
uniformity of goals. It is not logical for anyone to be
expected to conform to a set standard of lifestyle, but
every Black member of our community should realize
his or her Blackness and accept the fact that similar
obstacleswill befall all of us. Therefore, the plight of the
Holy Cross Black community rests on the shoulders of
the future members. Only they will bring cohesiveness
to the community, for their views will be free of past
trivial conflicts.
The future Black female member of the HC
community is kidding herself if she feels that she is
coming here to indulge in a social life. There is a need for
a serious type of Black woman, not so concerned with
the stereotypes of "profiling," flirting and looking for a
husband. Holy Cross needsa woman interested in going
somewhere and working to get there. Holy Cross is not a

playground, but rather a constant job.
If fun and good times are what you're after, you won't
find them here. The academic work is not
insurmountable but, unless you're willing to give a lot of
yourself, life here won't be easy.

Diana R. L. Beard, '76

STRENGTH

In you I find a comforting black breast
To lay a very weary and troubled black mind
I find a strong black heart that knows and feels
What only a black man can know and feel
And a pair of deep black eyes
That sees my every mood and responds correctly
Like a child I find in your black arms a haven
To protect my self against the pressures
Of the white man's world
Also a strong but gentle push when it is
Time once again to get out there
To cope . . . to survive
And I do survive so I can come back
To that black breast, that black heart
Those black eyes and those black arms
To get the strength once again
To cope . . . to survive.
James Bembry, '74

PERFECTION

You are a woman of
Fair brown skin
You are fine in appearance
And your ways
You are tender
Yet strong
Your walk is one of pride
In your eyes there is defiance
You are independent
Yet you need love and comfort
You are loving
And with you
I feel freedom
You seem to have
Been created by nothing
Less than African
Kings and Queens
You are a black woman
In its truest sense.

A Southern Black Woman

As the first southern Black woman at Holy Cross, Ifind

the atmosphere a bit different from the small-town high
school from which I was graduated.
The first difference between Holy Cross and my high
school is apparent in the social and community
atmosphere. The person who comes from a
predominantly Black neighborhood, as I do, will find
that it is impossible to separate himself entirely from the
overwhelmingly white population. The woman coming
from a predominantly female high school may be
flattered, or displeased, to find herself in the minority
for the first time in her life.
Also, for the young Black person accustomed to an
active social life. Holy Cross may be a disappointment.
The apparent reason is that since Holy Cross is a
predominantly white college, the activities are geared to
attract the white population. However, the Black
Students Union does an excellent job of arranging
events for its Black student body.
The second difference is in the academic system.
Although many students complain (and rightly so, I
believe) that Holy Cross can not provide what they want,
the College possesses an excellent academic
reputation. This is in direct opposition to the poor rating
of the school system in my home state. South Carolina.
Again, I feel the person from the small, unimpressive
school finds that he will have to work twice as hard as
everyone else to succeed.
There are many problems faced by Blacks at Holy
Cross, but for those who are able toendure what I see as
its shortcomings, the prestige gained by graduation
from the institution is well worth the sacrifices.

Patricia Millen, '77

WHEN I FIRST SAW MY BLACKNESS

BLACKNESS

The Sun shone brightly
when I first saw my Blackness,
And I knew it was the beginning of a new day.
My pride burst forth at the dawning
and showed me truth and a better way.

What a fool Td been to live in the
artificial light of lies!
How ashamed Td been to look into
my brother's eyes!
But the anger of four hundred years
of slavery showed me the way;
And the sun shone brightly
when I first saw my Blackness,
And I knew it was the beginning of a new day.
Patricia Millen, '77
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Kimothy Jones, '76

Here at Holy Cross there are four Black students
currently enrolled in the mathematics department
as of the spring semester of 1974. With so few
Black students registered as majors in this
department, it is my purpose to try and convince
as many of you prospective Black students as
possible to enroll as mathematics majors if you
decide to come to Holy Cross.
In conclusion, I hope that many of you Black

prospects decide to become mathematics majors.
The endeavor is not too difficult if you work hard
enough and try to keep a curious and open mind
about the subject. It is quite easy to acquire a job
with a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics, because
many of the new fields in which job openings are
in abundance involve an extensive mathematics
background.
Carolyn C. Pope, '76

- -

The Best of Both Worlds

hen 1 first arrived at Holy Cross in 1970, it
constituted a completely male and a predominantly
white environment. Social life for Black people was, of
course, at a minimum because of the lack of Black
females and access to them.
This atmosphere did, in itself, lend to tighter
relationships between the Brothers that were here. Out
of necessity, we socialized with each other, accentuated
by the fact that there was no one else to socialize with.
We exchanged lifestyles and modes of thinking in a
manner that could never have been possible in any
other situation. We not only learned that Brotherhood
was the essence of Blackness and survival, but that it also
had its practical applications.
We lived together on Healy 3 in a common bond of
strength and unity. True, some held their own
individualized views as to Black life, but they, too, took
advantage of the cultural, spiritual and intellectual
experiences that naturally accompanied the Holy Cross
Black lifestyle. I felt (and feel) close to these Brothers
and I had a sense of regret and loss that inevitably 1
would have to part with these Brothers and sacrifice the
rapport that was established through our basic instincts
as Black people as well as our college experiences.
Naturally, as a consequence, I was quite apprehensive
as to my role in relation to the advent of co-education. I
was constantly asking myself, "How will I react to them?

What shall 1 say? How will I treat them and how will they
treat me?" Being from an all-male school, I had fears
which were intensified as 1 had not been in a
coeducational situation since grammar school.
The question that affected memostwas; "Howwould
the relationship between Brother and Brother be
affected by these new Sisters?" When they first arrived, I
found my fears were unjustified. Consequently,
through interaction with the Sisters, these feelings were
instantly dissipated.
The Sisters added to the atmosphere as they said
things from a hitherto little known (by myself) female
viewpoint. They gave me inspiration and consequently
added a dimension to my personality that, I feel, will
never be crushed by the harsh realities of life in America.
These beautiful Sisters taught me, in essence, to love.
Most importantly, they enhanced the relationships
between Brother and Brother as these Sisters were living
and breathing examples of why we were and why we
should be. They showed to me why it is worth fighting
like hell to be free.
Sometimes I sit and reflect on how it was and how it
will never be the same again. I know that 1 have
benefited more from my short two-year experience with
my beautiful Black Sisters than some Brothers will
(unfortunately) have in a lifetime.

Ronald E. Johnson, '74

I asked myself: “What does Blake or Browning
or Poe or Pope have to do with my situation as a
Black man as well as the collective situation of my
Brothers and Sisters in this country?" Sometimes it
appeared to be a dead-end road until I realized the
varied avenues that an English major can take in
regards to graduate school and life in general.
Ronald E. Johnson, '74

After college it isn't really awful to wear suits or,
for our Black women, stylish outfits to work every
morning, when the check you receive at the end of
the week allows you to really enjoy life. Perhaps
you will say that I am being a little monetary, but
we do go to college to attain a better earning
capacity and the accounting field will be a good
place for a young Black to start.
Michael Millet, '74
Economics major

Lying here with a candle burning
reflections of my life dancing on the walls
the sounds of Freddie Hubbert
Moment to moment
soothing through my mind
relaxing my soul, my body - In a sudden burst
Thoughts of you fluctuate in and out my mind
disrupting my soul, my body
My blood rushes
filling me with a pang in my heart
remembering beautiful experiences together
And then a chill runs through my heart
turning it to marble
while I remember how I've been hurt
Are you God? Who are you then?
Capturing my mind
so at times I don’t know
who I am.
Lying here with a candle burning
reflections of my life dancing on the wall
the sounds of Freddie Hubbert
Moment to moment
soothing through my mind
relaxing my soul, my body
until
thoughts of you
fluctuate in.
Kimothy Jones, 76

When all your friends get ready to go to a party,
you and your Chemistry book will be left behind.
Pre-med will cause you to sacrifice a lot of good
times when you might not particularly want to. If
you're not absolutely sure that you want to be a
doctor, the Pre-med program at Holy Cross will
make up your mind for you in a hurry. Pre-med is
not easy, but it's not impossible either. Pre-med is
challenging, but being a doctor is rewarding.
Kim Osterhoudt, '77

Living At Hoiy Cross

I find the environment at Holy Cross very challenging
because it is made up mostly of whites and for whites.
Even though I was brought up in a white area, I find it
challenges my cultural identity every day and I gain so
much more satisfaction in being with my Black brothers
and sisters. If one is used to a Black environment, then in
coming to most small white colleges you expect to have
little to do with campus life. You will have to create your
own environment. Most Blacks coming here realize the
cultural seclusion which exists and, though not
completely isolating ourselves, create our own
environment by living on a Black corridor or in blocks
and sharing our similar cultural backgrounds and
friendship. I don't mean to say you will be openly
attacked, but one should be aware that non-whites have
little place in the collegiate fabric. It is also good to keep
contact with the community. Although one should be
prepared to apply himself academically in order to do
well, it is necessary to find diversions from the academic
life once in a while.
Even on this small campus, you can find nearly any
kind of group you wish to associate with. I'd like to see
all Black students on this campus find strength in their
common heritage and grow through their experience
here rather than be white-washed to the point of
impotence. The trend over the country is leading toward
impotence, and how we minority students handle it may
determine whatourfuture will bring. Eventhough small
college life may not always be tremendously relevant to
you, it can be a rewarding experience if you make it so.

Chuck Presbury, 75

Dealing With ‘The Man’

At Holy Cross the Black student body is dealing with an
administration which has been led through many
changes by its Black students. Perhaps not as many as
administrations at other colleges, but enough to put it
on the defensive toward the Black students. By
"defensive," I believe the Administration has generally
taken a more determined stand than other college
administrations in reacting to a number of the requests
of Black students.
The Administration has taken a few positive steps in
helping Black students, such as the tutoring program
which aids particularly the pre-medical and the math
majors. Also, the Placement Office has been helpful in
arranging jobs for the Black students during the summer
and during the school year. Many Black students have
tried to lessen the communications gap by becoming
acquainted with members of the Administration,
especially the President of the College and the Dean of
the College.
Looking closer in this perspective, I think the Black
students have successfully worked in conjunction with
the Public Affairs Office and the Chaplain's Office.
These offices have helped sponsor or publicize some of
the affairs of the Black students.

Use every resource at your disposal to establish
yourself as a serious Black individual and establish
that you have come to get an education and not
merely to "get over." Too often we have been told
that we aren't as smart as our white counterparts
and, unfortunately, too often we believe it.
Ronald E. Johnson, '74

But in looking beyond this perspective, I contend that
the Administration has taken a conservative stand. The
Administration has met a variety of the needs of the
Black students on a superficial basis, as with those
already mentioned. But much more could be done in
providing a common ground between Holy Cross as it is
and the essential needs of the Black students. And two
of the most vital concerns are hiring more faculty who
are Black and developing more courses that are
Black-oriented.
In essence, the Administration's attitude towards
Blacks has been generally unresponsive. But as future
classes of Brothers and Sisters enter Holy Cross, the
expectations of the fulfillment of these needs will be
even further developed.

Lester B. Johnson, 75

J oseph R. Webber, a 29-year old black educator, is new
to Holy Cross this year as an assistant dean, discussing
matters of the curriculum and counseling collegians
who desire help with real or imagined academic
problems.
As is the case with other assistant deans, he spends
time as a liaison between students and faculty.
Mr. Webber, a psychologist who is nearing
completion of his Ph.D. at Michigan State University,
was brought to Holy Cross after a widespread search by
College administrators and several black students and
black faculty who worked jointly in tryingtofind the best
possible candidate for the new position.
A native of Denver, Colorado, who was educated in
California colleges and at Michigan State where he
majored in social psychology and minored in
personality psychology, he also is a visiting lecturer in
psychology at the College.
Despite a busy academic schedule, he has found time
for such varied tasks as working with mentally retarded
children, doing research for the University of Southern
California, assisting high school seniors in personal
growth and technical skills, and studying and writing
about the history of minority-group oppression
throughout the world.
Holy Cross is pleased to welcome Mr. Webber to the
campus.

The Black Corridor

I have spent all of my college career living on the Black
Corridor, Healy 3. I have shared numerous experiences
with the abundant number of Brothers who have come
and gone. Naturally, this all-Black environment has
been beneficial to my physical, intellectual and spiritual
growth. Politically it was and, I feel, still is imporiant to
survival in this overwhelmingly white Holy Cross
atmosphere.
In 1970, we painted the walls red, black and green to
symbolize our collective spirit and intensified political
awareness. The physical act of painting was in itself an
act of unity and as a result the job turned out as if a
professional had spent his time on it.
Aside from the physical beauty, the intellectual and
physical comfort and security afforded a Black student
on the Black Corridor is almost beyond comprehension.
Ina hostile white world, physical security is essential to
the development of Black peace of mind and of
constructive action needed to deal with this hostile
world.

The Black Corridor has for four years been "home" to
me in every sense oftheword. I truly would nevertrade
this beautifully unique living experience for anything in
the world. For the past year, however, I feel the Black
Corridor has regrettably been dying a slow death. (As of
1973 the Black Corridor became integrated, reflecting
the changing attitudes or priorities of the College
toward Black students.)
It is sad for me to talk of the Corridor that I love so well
as dying and I wish there was something more I could do
to save it from this fate. It seems all I can do is reminisce,
think of the good times and the bad, think of the times
when we needed each other and the times when we
couldn't be bothered, and hope that future Brothersand
Sisterswill realize the worth of this Black institution and
try to rebuild it.
Healy 3 means a lot to me and when I close my door of
Healy 315 for the last time. I'll probably cry.

Ronald Johnson, '74

The Black Students Union

We, as Black students of the College of the Holy Cross
.... form this organization seeking to attain a broader
understanding of the crucial aspects of race relations and
social environments, and we will attain this
understanding by actively participating in academic,
political, and social programs ....
Excerpt from the Preamble to
the Constitution of the Black
Students Union.

Over the recent years the Black Students Union
(BvS.U.) has assumed many roles. In its embryonic stage,
five years ago, the organization was a strong
political/radical voice of the Black students. Many of the
intrinsic actions taken by the students, i.e., school
walkout, won scant concessions such as a higher Black
enrollment, a Black corridor, and the hiring of Black
faculty.
The second phase, three years ago, was a period when
the Black students tried to apply the strategies of the
former times, i.e., school building takeover, to a
changing college administration. The results: very few
concessions and a lessening of hopes for organized
action.

The strategy for accomplishing the goals of the B.S.U.
expanded from its original base of strictly political
action. Today the B.S.U. has become a receptacle in
which any idea for improving the whole spectrum of
Black life at Holy Cross can be deposited.
The Black Weekend/Pre-freshmen Weekend
instituted a few years ago has become a tradition. The
B.S.U.-sponsored weekend brings the prospective
pre-freshmen together with the Black community at
Holy Cross, in order that the candidates get a first-hand
objective experience of what Holy Cross is all about.
After two days of classes and meetings the weekend
culminates with social and cultural activities.
Political action is still the number one priority on the
B.S.U. agenda. We have now come to the realization
that no positive action can be achieved on our own. The
B.S.U. is making an alliance specifically with groups in
the Worcester-New England area, and in general with
groups on the metropolitan East coast. By strengthening
the ties with these various organizations, we exchange
information to learn more about the struggle from
another perspective. This unity also provides a more
powerful voice when it is needed.
These programs are only a few ideas implemented
toward attaining the B.S.U. goals. Many of the programs
were conceived by individuals but, to bring them to
realization, the majority of the Black students
participated. The stress on full participation must be
made. The B.S.U. does not embrace one line of
doctrine, but it encompasses every ideology that will
benefit the Black people. There is so much need for
improvement that there will always be room for your
help and ideas.
The Black Students Union is only a synonym for Black
family unity.

Together in the struggle,
Gary R. Hurst, 75

The Black Intelligence Resource Center

T he Black Intelligence Resource Center was conceived
in 1973 and instituted in 1974 as an aid to the Black
academic student body. We are operating under the
auspices of the Black Tutorial Program of the Black
Students Union here at Holy Cross. We work under the
seven principles of the Nguzu Saba: Nia (purpose),
Kujigachulia (self-determination), Imani (faith), Kuumba
(creativity), Umoja (unity), Ujamaa (cooperative
economics) and Ujima (collective work and
responsibility). We sincerely believe in these principles
and we work in relation to the motto of the B.I.R.C.
which is, “Help a Brother, help a Sister, help yourself."

The Black Intelligence Resource Center will be a referral
service for people in all majors, for the purpose of
helping underclassmen in the most basic of college
responsibilities - the writing of papers.
This may seem somewhat limited in its scope but
through seminar classes given by Black student
members we hope to expand our goals and our

resources and in essence become a full-bodied Black
Tutoring Program.
The need for the B.I.R.C. stemmed basically from the
fact (1) that the Black student has to run twice as fast as a
white student to get half as far academically, and (2) that
the white professors and administration don't really pay
as much attention to the Black student as they
themselves had promised and that the Black student so
desperately needs, and (3) that our academic resources
have traditionally remained untapped as we waited for
the administration to help us. Now we have come to the
realization that we can and must do for ourselves if we
are to survive in any way at Holy Cross.
So with Kujigachulia (self-determination) and Umoja
(unity), the B.I.R.C. and other programs set out to instill
and nurture an Imani (faith) in our Blackness, our
pooled academic resources, and basically in ourselves.
To do this we must make a commitment to ourselves as
Black students and as members of the Holy Cross Black
academic community.

Ronald E. Johnson, '74

The Black Theatre Group

The Black Theatre Croup was formulated in 1973 as a

cultural outlet for the dramatically inclined (as well as
dramatically uninclined) Black Holy Cross student. This
activity was created from a desire for Black people to
work together and to produce plays which will not only
provide enjoyment for ourselves and the rest of the
Black community, but also for segments of the white
community as well.
Interest in the theatre for Black students in the past
years lay dormant or minimal as relatively few of the
plays put on by the college had few or any parts for Black
actors. Subsequently, Black interest in theatre was
stimulated by involvement of Black students in
productions by nearby colleges and eventually our own
A Chant of A People, which was written, produced and
acted by the Black students of Holy Cross for Black
Weekend, April 1973.
Through these experiences, we not only learned that
our fellow Brothers and Sisters possessed hidden talents
of acting, but also found it a useful experience in Black
cooperation and unity.

With the advent of co-education and the arrival of
Black females, the potential number of plays which
could be put on is nearly inexhaustible. Though we are
still experiencing growing pains, we are optimistic that
the Black Theatre Group will become strong and
establish itself as a permanent Holy Cross Black
institution.
This year we have put on two plays by Douglas Turner
Ward: "Happy Ending" and "Day of Absence." These
plays enabled the entire Black student population to
become involved in every aspect of theatre production:
acting, technical effects, set management, make-up,
directing, set building, and costumes, as well as the
administrative aspects of finance and publicity.
We have a firm belief in our success, and through
collective work and responsibility as well as faith in our
abilities to meaningfully express ourselves, we know we
can make it.

Ronald Johnson, '74

The Black Student Social Committee

T he Social Committee is a sub-committee of the Black
Students Union. The function of the Social Committee is
to plan and initiate social activities for Black students at
Holy Cross. In 1973-74, the Social Committee planned
two major parties; Black students in colleges
throughout Massachusetts and Connecticut were
invited.
The first was a pre-Thanksgiving Vacation Party and
the second a Saint Valentine's Day party. Each year the
main activity that the Social Committee plans is a Black
Weekend. I n 1974 the Social Committee planned to have
a Black Week instead of a Black Weekend. In the past,
Black Weekends have entailed a Soul Food dinner
(prepared by the sisters and brothers on campus),
speakers, parties and concerts by Wellesley College's
all-Black Ethos Choir. In 1973 the Black Weekend was
culminated by a Black Liturgy.
This year (1974-75) we plan to have everything
mentioned above, plus two performances by the Black
Theatre Group, a Black Alumni Day and an Art Exhibit
displaying the work of the members of the B.S.U. Weare

In the past years at Holy Cross, the Black
students have had only about four big parties a
year. Since the class of 1977 has been on campus,
we have had four big parties during the first
semester alone. This is not including the
numerous small parties we have had in our rooms
and on the Black Corridor.

Hyron Warren, '77

also planning a Children's Day for the children in
Worcester, a semi nar on the African struggle, as well as a
performance by the Arthur Hall Afro-American Dance
Ensemble from Philadelphia. Another big activity we
have planned for this year's Black Week is a Cabaret with
a live band.
This year, as last year, the Black Pre-freshmen are
invited for the Weekend. This gives the Pre-freshmen a
chance to see the campus, attend classes and talk with
many of the Black students already attending Holy
Cross. In the Spring of 1974 two-thirds of the Black
pre-freshmen who attended the weekend chose to
enroll at Holy Cross. This year's Black Week should
prove to be a worthwhile experience for all those
involved in it.
The Social Committee already has tentatively
scheduled a picnic or barbecue for the end of the school
year. The Social Committee stays active during the year
and membership is open to any member of the B.S.U.
who wants to work.

Community Involvement

I

ngoingto this college, I have found that to do well one
must apply himself. Although all of the academic
knowledge we can retain from this school is invaluable,
it is also necessary to reach outside of the sterile
academic atmosphere to the "real world." I work at the
Lincoln Square Boys Club of Worcester. At present I am
a volunteer; however, the experience and diversion is
more important to me than merely making a few extra
bucks.
More and more Blacks, here and on other campuses,
are finding that they, as students, live a sheltered
existence despite the tremendous academic and social
adjustments to white colleges. This is especially true
here at Holy Cross, considering that the school is
located on a hill and is located in South Worcester,
which is poorer than other parts of the city. There is a
tendency, therefore, to remain on campus and do little
else than eat, sleep, study and waste time.
Many of us come out of school, and we find we have to
relearn the street life. It may sound absurd, but it does
happen so often. Getting yourself involved in either
volunteer work such as the S.P.U.D. program (Student
Program for Urban Development), Boy's Club, or
internships will help you temper your knowledge with
real, down-to-earth situations as well as being a benefit
to a Black and Spanish community with little
organization.
I feel that I have grown with the experience and I have
a better understanding of how what I have learned
relates to the Black community. Wherever you go to
college, and even if you don't, get involved for the
community's sake — and yours.

Chuck Presbury, '75

Extra-Curricular Activities

Like many other colleges, Holy Cross has numerous
activities which Black students can join. Among these
are the Band, the Cross and Scroll, the 1843 Club, the
Fencing Club, the Black Students Union, the Yearbook
Staff, the Today newspaper staff, the Crusader
newspaper staff. The Purple literary magazine and
several other activities.
The Cross and Scroll Society and the 1843 Club are the
two cultural organizations in the school. The former has
brought to Holy Cross speakers such as poet Don L. Lee
and Attorney General Ramsey Clark. The 1843 Club is
concerned with entertainment on campus and has been
responsible for such personalities as Chicago, Dionne
Warwicke, David Frye and many others. Entrance into
these organizations is obtained through applications
after one full year at the school. The Campus Center
Board of Directors also are concerned with these
activities.
The Fencing Club is made of several diverse
individuals who are interested in the ancient sport of
fencing. This organization has no director, but the
members of the club pass on the techniques to each
other. Tied to this organization is the Fencing Team. In
the 1973 season William Miller, a Black student, was
presented the Fencer of the Year Award for New
England. This shows what one can do in the
organization.
There are several literary organizations at Holy Cross.
The Today newspaper is circulated daily; the Crusader is
a weekly paper. Both are concerned with campus issues.
The Purple comes out three times a year and contains
articles, poetry, and short stories contributed by
students. The yearbook is the major production at Holy
Cross. It exhibits the numerous students and their
activities at the Cross. Membership to all organizations
is open.

The major organization for Black students is the Black
Students Union. This organization is concerned with
many different activities at the school. There is a literary
magazine, a gospel choir, a theatre group, a tutoring
service for Black students who need help in studies, a
term paper service to help students with papers. Several
committees are also set up to assist in Parent's Weekend
and Black Week.
There are several other societies such as various
scholarly clubs, the Glee Club, the radio station, and the
Apocalypse Coffeehouse.
So, if you are an outgoing, "get involved" Black
individual, you can more than adequately express your
talents to a sometimes skeptical white Holy Cross
population through your activities in the numerous
clubs that Holy Cross has to offer.

Phillip Daniels, '74

At present, I am the only Black female on the
staff of resident assistants. I reside in Wheeler
House, but unfortunately I did not have any Black
freshmen on my floor or in my entire dorm. I was
disappointed at first as I had hoped to be near
some of the sisters at their beginnings at Holy
Cross. I think that in the long run, however, it
possibly worked out for the better. The situation
gave me a chance to develop a rapport with a white
community that would otherwise have had little
contact with the Holy Cross Black community.
Ian V. Smith, '76

This poem was originally entitled "Nothing To Do”, but

upon the realization of its usefulness to others, as well as
myself, I decided to change the title to "Theory."
Personally speaking, I believe it should be ideal for
those individuals confronted with the added
responsibility of life.

Robert L. Bing III

THEORY
When there is nothing for you to do, one should attempt to
locate different actions and when actions are to no avail
one finds himself, searching for thoughts to pacify
his (or her) need for action . . . When one begins to contemplate,
the thoughts one gathers arc so complex they exceed
comprehensibility as before there is nothing to do,
but sit, reflect, rest and in some cases vegetate. But,
whyf ....
Why should one continue to search for those who hide, to
contemplate on thoughts so abstract they disillusion or
fall with the slightest antagonistic push or touch.
One should (and we should) not fall when being depicted to
scorned
Only to ostracize ones' self from the real world completely,
To exist like a "seed separated from soil and water"
What one should do is to
Dislocate the bad experiences and to build a pyramid of self
worth and a real world in which to live in and around
with not just the physical strength, but mental power . . . Power
to think and reason .... Upon doing this, your world becomes
a respected one, and, to those that hide and resist, and
to those who have been ignorant to this very date
to those that disillusion, and now exist independent of their
foolish desires.
Robert L. Bing III
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